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MILAN PASS TO TRADE CENTER 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: BEXP, TECH, ENERG, IT 
SUBJECT: SOLAR ENERGY EXPOSTION. 

REF: PALERMO 0197 (NOTAL) 

1 . AS NOTED PARA 5 REFTEL, THE U.S. IS LIKELY TO BE THE ONLY 
FOREIGN EXHIBITOR INVITED TO THE PALERMO SOLAR ENERGY EXPOSTION. 
ORGANIZERS HAD ORIGINALLY PLANNED TO INVITE FRENCH, GERMAN AND 
ISRAELI FIRMS. CHANGE IN LOCAL PLANS HAS BEEN MADE AT REQUEST 

OF CONFINDU STRIA REPRESENTATIVE WHO REPORTED THAT MINISTER OF 
INDUSTRY DONAT-CATTIN HAD RETURNED FROM A FRENCH EXPOSTION IN NICE 
IN JANUARY ENRAGED THAT THE FRENCH WERE TRYING, IN CONTEXT OF 
COLLECTIVE EC EFFORT, TO STEAL A MARCH ON ITALIAN AND OTHER 
COMMON MARKET MANUFACTURERS. INDUSTRY AND GOI OFFICIALS REPORTEDLY 
FELT STRONGLY THAT THE FRENCH-AND THE GERMANS, WHO MAY ALSO 
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BE CONSIDERED TO BE IN DIRECT COMPETITION-SHOULD BE EXCLUDED 
FROM PALERMO SHOW. 

2. AS FOR THE ISRAELIS, CONFINDUSTRIA REPRESENTATIVE REPORTED 
THAT IT WAS FELT ISRAELI PRESENCE WOULD HAVE ADVERSE AFFECT ON 
ATTENDANCE BY POTENTIAL ARAB CUSTOMERS. 
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3. ORGANIZERS TOOK PAINS TO ASSURE US THAT US PRESENCE WOULD BE 
MOST WELCOME IN VIEW ADVANCED STATE US TECHNOLOGY AND OUR 
ROLE IN INITIAL PLANNING. 

COLLINS 
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